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SHEFFIELD  AND  ASHLEY  FALLS  CELEBRATE  SHEFFIELD  FARMS 
IN  THIS  YEAR'S  "SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION"  WEEK. 

SHEFFIELD'S  SECOND  ANNUAL  FAIR  ON  THE  GREEN 
WILL  BE  HELD  ON  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7. 

The  Stone  Store  recently  renovat- 


Celebrating  Farms  with  Tours  and 
Art  Show    The  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
will  sponsor  van  tours  to  Sheffield 
farms  during  Fair  hours.  They  will 
also  sponsor,  along  with  the  Sheffield 
Art  League,  the  Sheffield  Association, 
and  the  Library  the  "Celebrate 
Sheffield  Farms"  Art  Show,  to  be  held 
at  the  Bushnell  -  Sage  (Sheffield) 
Library,  both  weekends  of  the  Fairs. 
(See  schedule  on  p. 5  for  times) 

Food  Yes,  food  will  be  plentiful, 
thanks  to  the  collaboration  of  organi- 
zations. The  Senior  Center  of 
Sheffield  will  operate  a  salad  bar,  the 
Kiwanis  will  offer  traditional  fair 
food,  and  desserts  will  be  on  sale. 

Antiques  and  History  The 


ed  by  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society, 
will  open  during  fair  hours  and  feature 
a  photographic  exhibit  of  farm  histo- 
ry. The  Society  will  also  sponsor  a 
"Christmas  Tag  Sale". 

Music  The  Celebration  will  high- 
light local  artists  young  and  old. 
Local  singer,  songwriter  and  recording 
artist,  Tom  Ingersoll  has  put  together 
a  program  that  will  include:  Harmony 
&  Heart,   Hayley  Brown,  Joel 
Goldstein,  the  "singing  dentist,"  Sam 
Crawford,  last  year's  "rising  star," 
Mary  Maddux,  Tom  Ingersoll  and 
Anson  Olds,  of  Stolen  Thunder.   (See 
story  on  p.6) 

For  Children  and  the  Young  at 


Celebration  will  include  the  Heavenly  Heart   The  ever-popular  Boy  Scouts' 

Quilt  Show  at  the  Old  Parish  Church  climbing  wall  will  be  at  the  Sheffield 

on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  6-7.  Center.  Hayrides,  puppet  shows,  face 

Over  100  quilts  on  display  arrayed  painting,  and  games  will  provide  plen- 

across  the  pews.   (See  story  on  p.3)  ty  of  entertainment.  Our  local  clown 

On  the  Green,  antiques  refurbishers  troupe,  Glory  B,  will  be  adding  to 

and  an  antiques  specialist,  David  children's  smiles. 
LeBeau,  will  be  doing  appraisals  at  Displays  Local  and  cottage  indus- 

Dewey  Hall.  Vintage  farm  equipment  tries  and  businesses  will  include  cabi- 


Exhibitors  The  Sheffield  Land 
Trust,  The  Friendly  Union,  The 
Trustees  of  the  Reservations  and  The 
Sheffield  Association  will  have 
tables.   The  Southern  Berkshire 
Volunteer  Ambulance  Squad  will 
feature  a  Blood  Pressure  Clinic. 

Commemorative  Tile   As  a  benefit 
to  help  pay  for  the  Celebration  the 
Sheffield  Association  will  sell  com- 
memorative tile.  (See  story  on  p. 4.) 

Behind  the  scenes  The  Sheffield 
Fair  on  the  Green  brings  together  a 
record  number  of  participants.  It  is 
organized  by  Sheffield  Day  Chair,  Jo 
Grossman,  and  Vice  Chair  for 
Logistics,  Jennifer  Russell.  The 
Sheffield  in  Celebration  Week  was 
sponsored  by  the  Sheffield 
Association  last  year  as  an  out- 
growth of  Sheffield  Association,  co- 
chaired  by  Sharon  Gregory  and 
Kathy  Orlando. 


will  also  be  on  display. 

Cars  and  More  Cars  Classic  and 
'muscle'  cars,  a  big  hit  last  year,  will 
compete  for  "People's  Choice"  awards. 


net  making,  fine  woodworking,  boat 
building,  reflexology,  and  auto  uphol- 
stering. Several  farms  will  also  sell 
produce. 


In  this  issue 

Programs  and  events  for 
Sheffield  in  celebration, 
September  6  to  15. 
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Children's  Events 

10-12 

Duck  Pond  (ages  1-5) 

10:30 

Tractor  Parade 

11:30 

Pet  Parade 

12:00 

Bike  Doctor 

12:30 

Hoola  Hoop  Contest 

1:00 

Pumpkin  Painting 

Live  music  at  the  Ashley  Falls  Fair  on  the 
Green,  2001. 


4TH  ANNUAL  ASHLEY 
FALLS  FAIR  ON  THE 
GREEN,  SEPTEMBER  14. 

The  fourth  annual  Ashley  Falls  Fair 
On  The  Green  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  September  14,  from  10  to  4. 
In  the  tradition  of  village  fairs  of  yore, 
there  will  be  homemade  foods,  con- 
tests and  events,  exhibition  and  sale 
of  arts  and  crafts  by  local  artisans  and 
lively  music  provided  by  the  JD  Band. 

Lots  of  activities  are  planned  for 
children  including  a  special  Duck 
Pond  for  children  ages  one  to  five. 


Sheffield 

TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 
Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

Issue  Editors:  Sharon  Gregory,  Andrea  Scott; 
Layout:  Susan  Cobb  Merchant;  Advertising: 
Rene  Wood;  Distribution:  Ed  Hotaling;  Staff: 
Sandy  &  Dale  Alden,  Rae  Eastman,  Pauline 
Clarke,  Art  Kaufman,  Sally  Kelly,  Barbara  West, 
John  Wightman. 


Published  by: 

The  Sheffield  Association 

P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


There  will  be  a  tractor  parade  and  a 
pet  parade.  The  Bike  Doctor  will 
speak  at  noon.  There  will  be  a  hula 
hoop  contest  and  a  pumpkin  paint- 
ing contest. 

Adults  and  children  alike  will  enjoy 
the  slices  of  home  made  pies  and 
other  goodies.  There  will  be  walking 
tours  of  the  village  at  1  lam  and  2pm 
led  by  Inez  Flinn.   Having  lived  in 
Ashley  Falls  for  over  50  years,  Inez  is 
well  qualified  to  answer  questions 
about  this  historic  village  where  clus- 
ters of  antique  stores  are  located  near 
the  Center  of  town  and  streets  are 
lined  with  lovingly  restored  1 8th  cen- 
tury buildings  and  homes. 

There  will  be  a  50/50  raffle.  Once 
again  Howden  Farms  has  donated  an 
oversized  pumpkin  for  the  "Guess  The 
Weight  Of  The  Pumpkin  Contest." 

The  fair  is  sponsored  by  the  Ashley 
Falls  Village  Improvement  Society 
and  the  money  raised  will  benefit 
the  Society.  Proceeds  from  the  pie 
sale  and  the  silent  auction  benefit  the 
Holiday  Tree. 

Last  year's  fair  was  a  lot  of  fun  and 
everyone  hopes  this  year's  will  be 
even  better.  It  never  rains  on  a  parade 
or  the  Fair  On  The  Green,  but  if  it 


should,  the  rain  date  is  Sunday, 
September  15,  without  the  music  of 
the  JD  Band. 

The  Fair  is  chaired  by  Bruce 
Howden,  president  of  the  Ashley  Falls 
Village  Improvement  Society  and 
owner  of  Howden  Farms,  who  will  be 
on  hand  to  lend  excitement  and  gaity 
to  the  day. 


BARTHOLOMEW  COBBLE 
PROGRAMS  DURING  THE 
CELEBRATION  WEEK 

On  Saturday,  September  7,  Jose 
Garcia,  guest-naturalist,  will  lead  a 
wildflower  and  bird  walk  from  8  to 
10am.  Later,  Joesph  Firecrow,  a 
Native  American  fluteman,  will  hold 
a  concert  atop  Hurlburt's  Hill  at  4:30 
pm.   In  addition,  regular  natural  his- 
tory canoe  trips  on  the  Housatonic 
will  be  guided  on  both  Sundays  of  the 
Celebration,  September  9  and  15 
from  9am  to  1 2pm.  Meet  at 
Bartholomew's  Cobble  beforehand. 
— Sara  Robotham 


Sheffield  in  Celebration 


QUILTS  &  FARMS 


SIXTH  ANNUAL 
HEAVENLY  QUILT  SHOW 

The  sixth  annual  Heavenly  Quilt 
Show  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
September  6  and  Saturday,  September 
7  in  Sheffield.  Friday  hours  will  be 
10am  to  4:30pm.  Saturday  hours  will 
begin  at  10am  and  extend  to  7pm  to 
coincide  with  the  Celebration  on  the 
Town  Green  in  Sheffield  on  Saturday 
afternoon. 

The  show  has  grown  to  be  one  of 
the  most  popular  events  in  South 
County.  Attendees  are  expected  from 
numerous  eastern  states  to  see  the  dis- 
play of  over  100  quilts  of  all  sizes  and 
designs.  The  array  of  colorful  quilts 
will  be  hung  across  the  pews  and 
along  the  walls  at  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Sheffield, 
UCC,  also  known  as  Old  Parish 
Church  on  the  Green. 

On  display  throughout  the  show 
will  be  this  year's  raffle  quilt  —  a 
queen  size,  blue  and  white  "Double 
Irish  Chain"  quilt.  The  winning  raffle 
ticket  will  be  drawn  on  the  Saturday 
afternoon  of  the  show.  A  certified 
quilt  appraiser  will  also  be  available. 
Those  wishing  to  have  a  quilt 
appraised  may  call  Connie  Logan  at 
528-9941  for  an  appointment. 

In  addition  to  the  exhibit  in  the 
church  sanctuary,  luncheon  will  be 
available  in  the  church  parlor,  where 
vendors  and  a  scissor  sharpener  will 
be  present.  For  further  information  or 
to  exhibit  a  quilt  call:  Marion 
Whitman,  528-6013;  Connie  Logan, 
528-9941;  or  Betty  Chidsey,  528-6282. 


SAVING-AND  CELEBRATING-SHEFFIELD'S  FARMS 


Artists  support  farmers.   You  may 

have  seen  them  along  the  roadside, 
paints  and  easels  at  hand,  capturing  the 
beauty  of  the  local  landscape  on  canvas. 
This  summer,  members  of  the  Sheffield 
Art  League  and  other  local  artists  are 
focusing  on  painting  Sheffield's  farms 
and  participating  in  a  unique  joint 
effort  with  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  to 
help  celebrate — and  preserve — open 
farmland.  In  what  has  turned  out  to  be 
a  collaborative  endeavor  between  the 
artists,  the  Land  Trust,  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library,  the  Sheffield  Association, 
local  farmers,  and  other  members  of  the 
community,  the  plan  to  honor  our  farm- 
land has  taken  on  a  life  of  its  own.  The 
Land  Trust  and  partner  organizations 
will  sponsor  a  juried  art  show  of  farm 
paintings  during  September's  "Sheffield 
in  Celebration."  The  jury  will  be  made 
up  of  farmers. 

"As  important  as  raising  money  to 
save  the  farms  is  to  celebrate  the  farms 


of  Sheffield  and  raise  public  awareness 
of  our  farms  and  beautiful  landscapes — 
our  visual  heritage,"  explains  one  Art 
League  member,  adding,  "The  30  per- 
cent commission  on  paintings  sold  will 
go  to  the  Land  Trust's  Farmland 
Protection  Program." 

Why  the  push  to  preserve  the  areas' 
farmland?  Consider  that  for  genera- 
tions, farming  has  been  a  way  of  life 
for  Sheffield's  citizens.  The  connec- 
tion to  the  land  and  to  the  communi- 
ty itself  through  farming  can  be  both 
a  viable  way  to  make  a  living  and  a 
beneficial  way  to  serve  society.   But 
with  difficult  economic  conditions 
and  global  economies,  huge  multi- 
national industrial  farms  have  been 
crowding  out  smaller  farms,  (like  most 
of  those  in  New  England),  much  the 
way  malls  and  supermarkets  have 
made  short  work  of  many  "mom  and 
pop"  establishments. 

Continued  on  p.  6 


One  of  Sheffield's  many  farms,  The  Delmolino 
Farm  on  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Road. 


Sheffield  in  Celebration 


THANK  YOU  DONORS 


Sheffield  Association,  Inc.  thanks  the  Sheffield  in  Celebration  Committee  and 
Sheffield  Pottery,  Inc,  co-sponsors  of  the  Celebration,  and  our  business  supporters 


Co'Sponsor  ($750  and  above) 
Sheffield  Pottery,  Inc. 

Benefactors  ($500-$750) 

Berkshire  Bank 
Berkshire  School 

Sponsors  ($2004499) 

Sandra  Preston  Real  Estate 

Webster-lngersoll,  Inc. 

Fine  gardens,  stonework  and  tree  care 
(Celebration  Music  Program  Underwriter) 

Donors  ($1004199) 

Aquatic  Designs,  Inc. 

Berkshire  Taconic  Landscape  Program 

of  The  Nature  Conservancy 
Broken  Hill  Manor 
Darr  Antiques 

(Don  Cesario  &  Bob  Stinson) 
Painted  Porch  Antiques 


Shiels  Builders 

Wheeler  and  Taylor 

Joe  Wilkinson  &  Sons  Excavating 

Supporters  (Under  $99) 

Carlson  Propane 

Circa 

Kali  Ray  Ray  Tri  Yoga 

The  Natural  Connection 

Judith  Nelson 

Ole  T.J.'s  Antique  Barn 

Tom  Orlando 

Outer  Edge  Frames  &  Gallery 

Race  Mountain  Tree  Services,  Inc. 

Sebastian's  Hair  Salon 

Ann  &  Bob  Shanks 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Staveleigh  House 

Tomich  Landscape  Design  &  Construction,  Inc. 

Lois  Van  Cleef 


SHEFFIELD  POTTERY  DONATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  TILE 

John  and  Diane  Cowen,  owners  of  Sheffield 
Pottery  and  co-sponsors  of  the  Sheffield  in 
Celebration  Week,  have  donated  a  ceramic 
commemorative  tile  to  mark  this  year's  event. 
The  tile,  which  depicts  a  typical  Sheffield 
farm,  was  designed  by  local  artists.   It  is  based 
on  a  scene  from  Hewins  Street,  looking  onto 
the  Boardman  Farm  with  grazing  cows  and 
rolling  mountains  in  the  background.   The 
tile,  equipped  with  a  cork  backing  and  hanger, 
was  manufactured  at  the  Sheffield  Pottery 
location  on  Route  7.  It  can  be  used  as  a  trivet, 
wall  hanging,  or  built  into  a  back  splash! 

The  6-inch  square  tile  will  sell  for  $5  and  help 
to  defray  costs  of  putting  on  the  Celebration  and 
making  this  special  mailed  issue  of  the  Sheffield 
Times.   Look  for  the  tile  at  the  Sheffield 
Association  or  Sheffield  Land  Trust  tables  at  the 
Fair,  and  at  the  Art  Show  in  the  library. 
— Sharon  Gregory 
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CALENDAR 


SHEFFIELD  FAIR  ON  THE  GREEN 

Saturday,  Sept  7,  3  pm  -  7  pm 


Featuring: 

•  Clowns —  Glory  B  Troupe 

•  Climbing  wall 

•  Hayrides 

•  Puppet  show 

•  Games 

•  Food  court  and  bake  sale 

•  Raffles 


Music,  music  and  more  music 

3:00-3:45       Harmony  and  Heart— Folk/Pop  Duo, 

featuring  Christina  Dellea  and  Sammy  Brown 

with  Hayley  Brown 
3:45-4:30       Joel  Goldstein— The  Singing  Dentist 
4:30-5:15       Sam  Crawford  and  the  Scapin  Family 

Instrumental  Classic  Rock  and  Blues 
5:15-6:00       Mary  Maddux — Traditional  Irish  and 

Contemporary  Folk 
6:00-7:00       Stolen  Thunder  with  Tom  Ingersoll  and 

Anson  Olds — Traditional  and  Original  Folk 

Farm  Van  Tours  Sheffield  Center 

Sept.  7,  Sat.,  3:30  and  5  pm.  Meet  at  the  Sheffield 

Land  Trust  table 

Salad  Bar  Sponsored  by  the  Senior  Center,  4-7pm 

Classic  and  "Muscle"  Car  Show 

People's  Choice  Awards 

Vintage  Farm  Equipment  Display 


Sheffield  Historical  Society  Stone  Store  Historic 
Farm  Photo  Show  and  "Christmas  Tag  Sale" 

Cottage  industries  Cabinet  making,  fine  woodworking, 
boat  building,  reflexology,  auto  upholstering  and  farm 
booths.  Antiques  appraised  by  David  LeBeau. 

Tables  for  local  organizations  Sheffield  Land  Trust. 
Friendly  Union,  The  Trustees  of  the  Reservations,  the 
Sheffield  Association,  Sheffield  Boy  Scouts  and  more  will 
represent  their  activities.  The  Southern  Berkshire  Ambulance 
Squad  will  have  a  blood  pressure  clinic. 


ASHLEY  FALLS  FAIR  ON  THE  GREEN 


Saturday,  Sept.  14,  10  am-4  pm 

(Rain  date:  Sept.  15,  Sunday) 

Featuring: 

•  Arts  and  crafts,  cottage  industries 

•  "Guess  the  Weight  of  the  Pumpkin  Contest 

•  50/50  Raffle 

•  Lots  of  food,  including  pie  safe 

•  Music  by  the  JD  Band 

Special  Children's  Program: 


10-noon 

10:30 

11:30 

12:00 

12:30 

1:00 


Duck  Pond 
Tractor  Parade 
Pet  Parade 
Bike  Doctor 
Hoola  Hoop  Contest 
Pumpkin  Painting 


WEEK  EVENTS  September  6  -  15,  2002 


Art  Show:  Celebrate  Sheffield  Farms 

Bushneil-Sage  Library,  Route  7,  Sheffield  Center 
Sept.  6,     Friday,  noon-7  pm 
Sept.  7,     Saturday,  10am-5  pm, 

Coffee  Reception,  1 0  am-noon 
Sept.  8,     Sunday,  1 0  am-5  pm 
Sept.  13,   Friday,  4  pm-7  pm 
Sept.  1 4,  Saturday,  1 0  am-5  pm 

"Meet  the  Artist"  Reception:  5-7  pm 
Sept.  1 5,  Sunday,  1 0  am-5  pm 


Heavenly  Quilt  Show  Old  Parish  Church 
Sept.  6,  Fri,,  10  arn-4:30  pm 
Sept.  7,  Sat.,  10  am-7  pm 

Farmers  Market  Sheffield  Green, 
Sept.  6  and  13,  Fri.,  4-7  pm 

Wildflower  &  bird  walk  Bartholomew's  Cobble. 
Sept.  7.  Sat.,  8-10  am 

History  Canoe  Trip  Ashley  Falls.  Bartholomew's  Cobble 
Sept.  8  and  15,  Sun..  9  am-noon 


Sheffield  in  Celebration 


MUSIC 


"Saving  Farms" cont.  from  p. 3 

Organic  farmer  and  sustainable 
farming  activist  Fred  Kirschenmann 
has  an  interesting  take  on  the  eco- 
nomic feasibility  of  smaller  farms, 
refuting  critics  of  sustainable  farming 
who  say  that  local  farms  cannot  keep 
up  with  feeding  the  world  population. 
He  argues  that  the  term  "feeding  the 
world"  suggests  dependence  on  those 
with  power  to  take  care  of  us  all.   If, 
instead,  we  make  "keeping  the  world 
fed"  our  goal,  people  will  be  encour- 
aged and  empowered  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  The  best  way  to  achieve 
food  security,  he  says,  is  through  food 
locally  produced,  by  local  people, 
with  local  control. 

Raising  public  awareness  of  the 
issues  of  local  farming  is  what  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Sheffield  Art 
League,  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  and 
Sheffield  Association  are  attempting 
with  this  art  show.  The  next  step  will 
be  to  look  for  new  ways  of  working 
the  land  that  will  sustain  our  commu- 
nities and  improve,  rather  than 
deplete,  our  natural  resources. 

— Pauline  Clarke 


ART  SHOW  RECEPTIONS 

Two  special  receptions  will  be  held 

for  the  art  show.  On  the  first 

weekend  of  the  show,  Saturday, 

September  7,  the  Friends  of  the 

Library  will  host  a  coffee  hour 

from  10  am-noon. 

A  "Meet  the  Artists"  reception 

will  be  sponsored  by  the  Land 

Trust  during  the  second  weekend 

of  the  show,  Saturday,  September 

14,  5-7  pm  at  the  Library. 

Refreshments  will  be  served  and 

awards,  as  judged  by  local 

farmers,  will  be  highlighted. 


MOUNTAINS  OF  MUSIC  ON 
THE  SHEFFIELD  GREEN 

From  start  to  finish,  Tom  Ingersoll, 
Music  Chairman  for  the  Fair  on  the 
Sheffield  Green,  has  tapped  into  a 
rich  and  diverse  talent  base.  Fair- 
goers  have  plenty  of  music  to  enjoy 
at  the  Sheffield  Green  on  Saturday, 
September  7. 

At  3  pm,  the  program  will  kick  off 
with  Harmony  and  Heart,  a  local 
folk/pop  team  featuring  Christina 
Dellea,  vocalist,  and  Sammy  Brown, 
keyboardist  and  songwriter.   The 
hardworking  duo  are  popular  at  par- 
ties, festivals,  and  coffee  houses  in 
the  area.   Sammy's  daughter,  Hayley 
Brown,  will  join  him  for  a  few  num- 
bers.  She  has  a  band  of  her  own, 
Windwood. 

At  3:45,  we'll  hear  from  Joel 
Goldstein,  the  singing  dentist,  who 
has  recorded  several  CD's,  including 
"BJ  and  the  Toothfairy"  for  kids. 
Christina  Dellea  recently  joined  him 
in  a  CD  recording  called  "Roe  Jan 
Valley,"  which  will  be  available  in 
late  September. 

Next,  Sam  Crawford  and  the 
Scapin  Family  will  appear  at  4:30, 
playing  instrumental  classic  rock  and 
blues.  Sam  Crawford  plays  regularly 
with  the  Scapin  Family — John  on 
guitar,  Mike  on  bass,  Aaron  on 
drums — along  with  Eli  Dvorchik, 
also  on  bass. 

Sam  made  his  debut  last  year  at 
the  first  Sheffield  in  Celebration, 
entertaining  fascinated  fairgoers. 
Studying  with  Steve  Ides,  Sam  has 
been  playing  the  guitar  since  he  was 
12  and  is  now  entering  his  freshman 
year  at  Mount  Everett  High  School. 
He  created  a  guitar  by  purchasing 
parts  on  the  Internet  and  hopes  to 
undertake  formal  studies  in  order  to 
make  instruments  professionally. 


Sam,  the  son  of  Marjorie  and 
Lindsey  Crawford,  lives  in  Sheffield 
Center. 

Mary  Maddux  is  the  featured 
vocalist  at  5:15.   A  native  Texan, 
Mary  is  an  accomplished  and  impres- 
sive finger  stylist  and  guitarist.   She 
is  best  known  as  a  solo  artist  and 
specializes  in  traditional  Irish 
melodies.   Having  appeared  in  last 
year's  Celebration,  Mary  will  be  a 
return  treat. 

At  6,  Stolen  Thunder,  with  Tom 
Ingersoll  and  Anson  Olds,  will  take 
the  stage.  Anson  Olds,  a  Berkshire 
native,  is  an  accomplished  musician, 
songwriter,  recording  artist  and  fre- 
quent soloist.   He  previously  hosted 
a  show  on  WAMC  and  is  now  a 
teacher  of  music.   A  multi-instru- 
mentalist, he  plays  the  fiddle  and 
mandolin  and  is  a  flat-picking  gui- 
tarist. Olds  excels  in  genres  of  blue- 
grass  and  traditional  folk  singing, 
and  if  we're  lucky,  we'll  even  hear 
him  yodel! 

Our  very  own  Tom  Ingersoll  will 
be  singing  with  Olds.   Born  and 
reared  in  Sheffield  on  Sky  Farm, 
Tom  began  writing  songs  in  his  late 
teens.   He  describes  his  style  as 
funny,  folksy,  and  crunchy,  like  gra- 
nola  rock,  most  likened  to  James 
Taylor  and  Jackson  Browne.   His 
1997  CD  recording  project, 
"Breakfast,"  is  popular  in  the  area, 
and  more  is  promised  in  the  upcom- 
ing CD,  due  out  this  Christmas  with 
the  working  title  of,  "Cup  of  T" 
Tom  and  Anson,  with  Don  Broad, 
bassist  and  vocalist,  the  third  mem- 
ber of  the  Stolen  Thunder,  will  next 
appear  at  the  Berkshire  Botanical 
Festival  in  October. 
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Sheffield  in  Celebration 


BACKGROUND  &  SALAD  BAR 


ART  SHOW  IDEA  LED  TO 
SHEFFIELD'S  WEEK  OF 
CELEBRATION 

Back  when  winters  were  snowy,  in 
2001,  a  group  of  people  interested  in 
putting  on  an  art  show  started  talking 
about  celebrating  Sheffield's  special 
qualities.  Those  Sunday  morning  con- 
versations led  to  much  more  than  an 
art  show. 

As  more  of  the  community  was 
drawn  into  the  conversation,  the  idea 


Old  cars  and  trucks  were  a  big  hit  at  the 
2001  Sheffield  Fair  on  the  Green. 

for  the  first  Sheffield  in  Celebration 
was  born.  By  the  time  it  was  held  last 
year  in  early  September,  dozens  of  com- 
munity organizations,  artists,  craftspeo- 
ple, and  businesses  had  come  together. 

For  the  first  fair  on  the  green — in 
essence  a  big  Sheffield  block  party — 
the  parking  area  in  the  center  of  town 
was  closed  to  cars — except  for  the  clas- 
sic cars  and  trucks  lined  up,  hoods 
open,  in  front  of  the  post  office  and 
Berkshire  Bank.  Visitors  strolled  from 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  Sheffield 
Friendly  Union  exhibits  at  the  Dewey 
Hall  end  of  the  green  to  the  Old 
Parish  Quilt  Show  at  the  other  end. 

A  flatbed  truck  with  sound  system 
was  set  up  for  music.  Local  craftspeople 
demonstrated  boat-building,  auto 


upholstery,  and  other  cottage  indus- 
tries. The  Sheffield  Historical  Society 
and  Sheffield  Kiwanis  provided  food. 
Kids  rode  on  ponies  and  in  hay  wagons 
and  played  games  under  a  tent  set  up 
on  the  lawn  by  the  firehouse.  That 
morning,  a  special  crafts  program  for 
kids  was  held  on  the  lawn  behind  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Memorial  Library, 
along  with  the  Sheffield  Boy  Scouts' 
climbing  wall. 

In  planning  the  week-long  event, 
organizers  looked  to  the  rich  programs 
already  going  on  around  town.  That 
allowed  Sheffield  in  Celebration  to 
showcase  those  events  and  bring  them 
new  attention.  The  quilt  show's  regular 
hours  overlapped  with  the  fair  on  the 
green  and  attracted  many  new  visitors. 
The  Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement 
Association  had  been  holding  its  fair 
on  the  Ashley  Falls  Green  in  early 
September  for  several  years.  Sheffield 
in  Celebration  adopted  it  as  an  event 
for  the  closing  weekend.  Nature  pro- 
grams long  scheduled  at  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  were  also  highlighted — and 
augmented  with  special  guided  nature 
hikes  and  canoe  rides  on  the 
Housatonic  sponsored  by  the  Nature 
Conservancy  and  Appalachian 
Mountain  Gear  and  van  tours  of 
Sheffield's  beautiful  land  led  by  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society's 
programs  at  the  Dan  Raymond  House 
were  included  in  the  Celebration  ros- 
ter, as  were  the  Friday  evening  sessions 
of  Sheffield's  own  farmers'  market,  in 
its  first  year,  too. 

The  art  show — "Anything  and 
Everything  about  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls" — was  held  in  the  library's  com- 
munity room.  It  drew  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple, many  of  whom  had  never  visited 
the  library  before.  The  Friends  of  the 
Library  hosted  an  opening  reception, 
and  there  was  a  "meet  the  artists" 


reception  to  close  the  show.  A  portion 
of  the  sales  from  the  show  went  to  ben- 
efit the  Sheffield  Times,  whose  resur- 
rection had  become  one  of  the  major 
outgrowths  of  the  original  Celebration 
and  art  show  planning. 

To  manage  all  this  activity — to  raise 
funds,  arrange  for  advertising  and  par- 
ticipants, and  make  sure  there  were 
insurance  and  portable  toilets — a  new 
civic  organization  was  born.  The 
Sheffield  Association  serves  as  coordi- 
nator of  the  Celebration  and  publisher 
of  the  Sheffield  Times. 

—  Andrea  Scott 

SENIOR  CENTER  TO 
OFFER  SALAD  BAR  AT 
SHEFFIELD  FAIR 

A  salad  bar  featuring  a  wide  range  of 
freshly  made  individual  salads  as  well 
as  lettuce,  cucumber  and  tomato  com- 
binations, will  be  available  on 
Saturday,  September  7  at  a  concession 
hosted  by  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center. 
Salads  will  be  priced  by  the  plate;  a 
small  plate  will  sell  for  $2  and  a  large 
one  for  $4 — regardless  of  the  selec- 
tions chosen.  The  salads  will  be 
served  from  4-7  pm  and  proceeds 
from  the  sale  will  benefit  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Senior  Center  via  the 
Friends  of  Council  on  Aging  Fund. 
The  Council  on  Aging's  mission  is  to 
encourage  new  and  existing  activities 
and  services  which  enhance  the  quality 
of  life  for  the  elders  of  Sheffield. 


Support  the  Sheffield  Times 

Donations  are  tax-deductible(federal). 

plus  the  Sheffield  Times  is  mailed  free 

to  all  donors. 

Send  your  check  to: 

Sheffield  Association  Fund 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield.  MA  01257 


p  he  f field  in  Celebration 

S  P  E  C  I  A  L    I  S  S  U  E 

* 

SHEFFIELD  AND  ASHLEY  FALLS  CELEBRATE  SHEFFIELD  FARMS 
IN  THIS  YEARS  "SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  WEEK". 


Sheffield  Fair 
on  the  Green 

Saturday,  September  7 
3pm  to  7pm 

Ashley  Falls  Fair 
on  the  Green 

Saturday,  September  14 
10am  to  4pm 


Sheffield 
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